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Ratcheting Up the Three R’s 
All Subjects Instructional Unit Plan 

Subject: 
English Language Arts 

Estimated Length 
of Unit:29  Days 

Beginning 
Date: 

Projected 
Ending 
Date: 

Course:  British Literature   Unit 2   
 

Grade  12 

Unit Theme, Big Idea, or Essential Question: 
 

Would a cross-section of today’s society compare with one of the 
Middle Ages Society?  

Middle Ages Literature1066-1485 
 

UBD Stage One-Desired Results 
A. Students will be able to independently use their leaning to… (Transfer Goals) 
Students will understand the universality of the themes of literature. 
B. Students will understand that… 
All segments of society have both written and unwritten codes of conduct. 
C. Students will know… 
The historical significance of the early Middle Ages Literature 
D. Students will be Skilled at… 
Researching and presenting a topic. 
Reading literature from the Middle Ages 
Completing the Essay writing process. 

Frameworks and Common Core State Standards 
       

The Research Project 
Taking Notes 

and Annotating 
Independent 

Reading 
Writing 

Assignment 
The Project 

Based 
Assignment 

 
RI.2, Determine two or more 
themes or central ideas of a 

text and analyze their 
development over the course 

of the text, including how they 
interact and build on one 

another to produce a complex 
account; provide an objective 

summary of the text. 
RI. 12.7 Integrate and evaluate 

multiple sources of 
information presented in 

different media or formats 
(e.g., visually, quantitatively) 
as well as in words in order to 
address a question or solve a 

problem. 
, W.8, SL.1, SL.2, SL.3, SL.4, 

 
RI.3 Analyze the 

impact of the 
author's choices 
regarding how to 

develop and relate 
elements of a story 

or drama (e.g., 
where a story is set, 

how the action is 
ordered, how the 

characters are 
introduced and 

developed). 
RI.4 

, RI.5, RI.6 
 

RL.6, RI.10 
RI.8, RI.9, 
RI.10 
 

 

RL.4, W.1, W.2, 
W.3, W.4, W.5, 

W.6, L.1, L.2, L.3, 
L.4, L.5, L.6 

 

RL.1, RL.2, 
Rl.3, RL.5, 

SL.5, SL.6, L.1, 
L.2, L.3, L.4, 

L.5, L.6 
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SL.5, SL.6 
 

Unit Specific Vocabulary 
Knighthood, Chivalry, Ballad, Frame Story, Courtly Love, Code of Honor 
 
Topics for Introductory Group Research Project 
Feudalism 
The Crusades 
The Black Plaguehttps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rZy6XilXDZQ 
Romantic Literature 
Geoffrey Chaucer 
Arthurian Legends 
Religion 

UBD Stage Two-Evidence 
Pre Assessment 

• Attach Copy at the End of the Unit 
Traditional Assessment Each unit of study should have a traditional assessment with at least 1/3 
of the points possible coming from constructed response questions.  

•  Proposed Date for Traditional Assessment _______________ 
•  Attach a copy to the end of this unit. 

B. Project-Based Assessment Choose four options for this Unit of Instruction that students can 
choose from for their project-based Assessment.  

• Create a handout that lists the four options and includes instructions and a rubric 
for each choice.  

• Proposed Date for Project-Based Assessment Presentations __ 
• Attach a copy of the handout explaining the choices for the project and how to 

obtain the rubric to the end of this unit.__________ 
Alternative Assessment or Big Finale ------What choices will be given students for this Unit?  

□ Comic Strip  □ Diary   
□ Interview   □ Letter to the Editor   
□ Newspaper Story □ Radio Program   
□ Newscast □ Monologue   
□ Poem or Song □ Slideshow   
□ Brochure □ Model   
□ Press Conference □ Play   
□ Soundtrack □ Essay   
□ Rewrite □ Oral Interpretation   
□  □    
□  □    

 

Writing Topics 
Expository: If a group of pilgrims that represented a cross-section of society went on a journey today, who would                           
go?  Write a description of each pilgrim. (At least 15) 
Informative:   C/C Sir Gawain and The Knight’s Tale 
Argumentative: Is the Wife of Bath a Feminist? 
Expository: Does the term Dark Ages accurately describe the Middle Ages? 
 
Literature to serve as basis of the unit. 
Ballads: Sir Patrick Spens, Bonny Barbara Allen, Get up and Bar the Door 
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Canterbury Tales: Prologue 
The Pardoner’s Tale 
The Wife of Bath’s Tale 
Sir Gawain and the Green Knight  
Fedrigo’s Falcon 
Everyman 

Introducing the Unit 
Anchoring Activity 

This activity should engage the students and establish the relevance of the entire unit of study. 
Anchoring Activity 

Video Clip,  
Song,  
Poem,  
Current Event 
Brainstorming Activity 
Socratic Seminar 
Other: Read and Share in Pairs 

Description of Anchoring 
Activity 

Pair students and provide 
the definitions of chivalry 

and courtly love 
(Attached). 

Each student read one of 
the definitions then shares 

with their partner. 
	  

Now	  that	  you	  have	  established	  what	  the	  students	  need	  to	  know	  and	  be	  able	  to	  do	  at	  the	  end	  of	  this	  unit	  
of	  study,	  now	  plan	  the	  day-‐to-‐day	  learning	  experiences.	  	  

Overview	  of	  the	  Teaching	  Activities	  for	  this	  Unit	  of	  Instruction	  

UBD Stage Three-Learning Plan 
Lesson # 
Date/Day 

 
Summary of Lesson 

1 Day Anchoring Activity 
Middle Ages Literature 

Assign Unit Research Project and Presentation 
Discuss Due Dates and record in their handbook. 

2 Days Research in Groups 
2 Days Finish Research and Practice Presentations 

 
1 Days Present Group Research 
1 Day Finish Group Presentations 

1 Days Discuss Unit Writing Assignments and PBA 
Read Ballads 

2 Days Introduction to Canterbury Tales as Frame Story 
Students are to take notes on each pilgrim as we read 

1 Days Lines 1-279 
1 Days Lines 280-512 
1 Days Lines 513-855 
1 Day Compare Notes to get accurate descriptions of all 29 pilgrims in Canterbury Tales 
1 Day The Pardoner’s Tale 

Youtubevideohttps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cnVLLQna1-c 
1 Day  The Wife of Bath’s Tale 

Begin and then summarize 
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1 Day Hand out the Knight’s code.  Have students rewrite the components in their own words. 
What groups have a code of conduct today? 

1 Day Design a Code of Conduct for the students in your High School. 
2 Days Read Sir Gawain and the Green Knight 

Discussion Questions on Sir Gawain 
2 Day Read Fedrigo’s Falcon 

Discussion Questions on Fedrigo 
1 Day Writing Day for Writing Assignment 

2 Days Read Everyman 
Discussion Questions on Everyman 

1 Days Review and Synthesis on Unit Literature 
 Writing Day for Writing Assignment 

1 Day Writing Assignment Due 
1 Day Traditional Test 
2 Day PBA Presentations 

PBA Presentations 
1 Day Closure on Medieval Era 

  
	  

Chivalry	  and	  Courtly	  Love	  

Chivalry	  was	  a	  system	  of	  ethical	  ideals	  developed	  among	  the	  knights	  of	  medieval	  Europe.	  Arising	  out	  of	  the	  
feudalism	  of	  theperiod,	  it	  combined	  military	  virtues	  with	  those	  of	  Christianity,	  as	  epitomized	  by	  the	  Arthurian	  
legend	  in	  England.	  The	  word	  chivalry	  comes	  from	  the	  French	  chevalier,	  meaning	  “horseman”	  or	  “knight.”	  
Chivalry	  was	  the	  code	  of	  conduct	  by	  which	  knights	  were	  supposedly	  guided.	  In	  addition	  to	  military	  prowess	  and	  
valor	  and	  loyalty	  to	  God	  and	  the	  knight’s	  feudal	  lord,	  it	  called	  for	  courtesy	  toward	  enemies	  and	  
generositytoward	  the	  sick	  and	  oppressed,	  widows,	  and	  other	  disadvantaged	  people.	  Also	  incorporated	  in	  the	  
ideal	  was	  courtlylove	  —	  romantic	  devotion	  for	  a	  sexually	  unattainable	  woman,	  usually	  another	  man’s	  wife.	  
Adoration	  for	  the	  Virgin	  Mary	  played	  a	  part	  in	  this	  concept.	  Chivalric	  ideals	  influenced	  the	  founding	  of	  religious	  
military	  orders	  during	  the	  period	  of	  the	  Crusades,	  among	  them	  the	  Templars	  andthe	  Hospitalers.	  In	  the	  late	  
Middle	  Ages,	  rulers	  formed	  secular	  orders	  of	  chivalry	  such	  as	  the	  English	  Order	  of	  the	  Garter	  (1349)	  and	  the	  
Burgundian	  Order	  of	  the	  Golden	  Fleece	  (1429).	  By	  this	  time,	  however,	  chivalry	  had	  become	  largely	  a	  system	  of	  
etiquette.	  Tournaments,	  in	  which	  knights	  had	  originally	  risked	  their	  lives	  in	  jousting	  combat	  before	  the	  ladies,	  
became	  simply	  elaborate,	  stylized,	  and	  harmless	  entertainments.	  Moreover,	  the	  expense	  of	  this	  and	  other	  
trappings	  of	  knighthood	  led	  many	  nobles	  who	  were	  eligible	  for	  knighthood	  (having	  served	  the	  customary	  
apprenticeship	  of	  seven	  years	  as	  a	  page	  at	  a	  noble	  court	  and	  another	  seven	  as	  a	  squire,	  or	  attendant,	  to	  a	  
knight)	  not	  to	  become	  knights	  at	  all.	  From	  chivalry,	  always	  larger	  in	  literature	  than	  in	  life,	  comes	  the	  modern	  
concept	  of	  the	  gentleman.	  	  Gayre,	  Robert.	  “Chivalry.”	  Grolier	  Multimedia	  Encyclopedia.	  2007.	  Grolier	  Online.	  9	  
Mar.2007	  <http://gme.grolier.com/cgibin/article?assetid=0061550-‐0>.	  

Courtly	  love	  is	  the	  code	  of	  romantic	  love	  that	  enjoyed	  a	  vogue	  among	  the	  aristocracies	  of	  Western	  Europe,	  
particularly	  from	  the	  12th	  to	  the	  14th	  centuries.	  In	  its	  literary	  form,	  if	  not	  in	  life,	  it	  involved	  a	  vassal-‐lord	  
relationship	  under	  which	  the	  knight	  was	  his	  lady’s	  obedient	  servant,	  prepared	  to	  overcome	  any	  obstacle	  or	  
undergo	  any	  suffering	  to	  win	  her	  favor.	  Courtly	  love	  was	  always	  conducted	  outside	  wedlockand	  of	  necessity	  in	  
secret;	  between	  spouses	  it	  was	  held	  to	  be	  impossible.	  Although	  the	  unattainability	  of	  the	  beloved	  was	  
sometimes	  central	  to	  the	  ideal,	  its	  customs	  served	  equally	  well	  to	  dignify	  adultery.	  The	  convention	  is	  first	  
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encountered	  in	  the	  late	  11th-‐century	  poetry	  of	  French	  Provençal	  troubadours,	  but	  its	  origins	  are	  far	  from	  clear.	  
Ovid’s	  Art	  of	  Love	  (c.1B.C.)	  widely	  drawn	  upon	  by	  medieval	  minstrels,	  is	  onesource.	  The	  Arabic	  Ring	  of	  the	  Dove	  
(1022),	  by	  IbnHazm,	  which	  contains	  most	  of	  the	  ideas	  associatedwith	  courtly	  love,	  is	  probably	  another.	  
Whatever	  theprimary	  source	  of	  courtly	  love,	  a	  cross-‐fertilization	  ofideas	  and	  practices	  certainly	  occurred.	  The	  
rise	  of	  thecult	  of	  Mary,	  for	  instance,	  coincided	  with	  it;	  the	  greatrespect	  given	  to	  her	  by	  the	  church	  was	  reflected	  
in	  theadmiration	  of	  the	  noblewoman	  prescribed	  by	  thesecular	  code.The	  ideals	  of	  courtly	  love	  were	  most	  
clearlydefined	  in	  the	  English	  and	  French	  royal	  courtspresided	  over	  by	  Queen	  Eleanor	  of	  Aquitaine	  and	  
herdaughter	  Marie	  de	  Champagne,	  under	  whosesponsorship	  some	  of	  the	  most	  famous	  books	  on	  thesubject	  
were	  written:	  Chrétien	  de	  Troyes’s	  Lancelot	  andGuillaume	  de	  Lorris’s	  Le	  Roman	  de	  la	  Rose.	  Theconvention	  
influenced	  poets	  throughout	  Europe,notably	  Dante	  Alighieri	  and	  Petrarch	  in	  Italy	  andGeoffrey	  Chaucer	  in	  
England,	  who	  in	  turn	  shaped	  theidea	  of	  courtly	  love	  to	  their	  own	  tastes	  and	  traditions.With	  the	  rise	  of	  the	  
middle	  class,	  the	  ideals	  of	  courtlylove	  were	  gradually	  merged	  into	  the	  institution	  ofmarriage,	  and	  through	  
thisreversal	  of	  the	  originalvalues	  of	  courtly	  love,	  the	  concept	  has	  kept	  a	  stubborn,but	  altered,	  hold	  on	  the	  
imaginations	  of	  mostWesterners.“Courtly	  Love.”	  Grolier	  Multimedia	  Encyclopedia.	  2007.Grolier	  Online.	  9	  Mar.	  
2007<http://gme.grolier.com/cgi-‐bin/article?assetid=0073970-‐0>.	  

	  

The Knights Code of Chivalry and the vows of Knighthood 
The Knights Code of Chivalry described in the Song of Roland and an excellent 
representation of the Knights Codes of Chivalry are as follows: 

§ To fear God and maintain His Church 
§ To serve the liege lord in valour and faith 
§ To protect the weak and defenceless 
§ To give succour to widows and orphans 
§ To refrain from the wanton giving of offence 
§ To live by honour and for glory 
§ To despise pecuniary reward 
§ To fight for the welfare of all 
§ To obey those placed in authority 
§ To guard the honour of fellow knights 
§ To eschew unfairness, meanness and deceit 
§ To keep faith 
§ At all times to speak the truth 
§ To persevere to the end in any enterprise begun 
§ To respect the honour of women 
§ Never to refuse a challenge from an equal 
§ Never to turn the back upon a foe 
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